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“O come, O come Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel..... 


Beginning with the first Sunday in Ad- 
vent and continuing throughout the Advent 
season, this hymn can be heard in all our 
churches, in supplication to Our Lord to 
come again to his people. There is also the 
growing custom of singing it in an even more 
close and intimate way, in our homes, Sun- 
day Schools, Church schools and institutions, 
and Religious Houses, in connection with 
the beautiful and inspirational ceremony of 
lighting a candle on the Advent wreath or 
crown for each of the four Sundays in Ad- 
vent. 


This service derives from an ancient Euro- 
pean custom. For many centuries, the week 
before Advent Sunday was a time for the 
gathering of greens and the making of the 
Advent wreath, a project entered into by 
the entire family. Parents and children care- 
fully selected the fragrant branches of fir, 
spruce, pine, or hemlock, and the red holly 
berries, and fashioned them into the wreath, 
which was affixed to a large wagon wheel or 
wooden base. To this were attached the four 
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candles for the four Sundays in Advent, 
with the large Christ Candle in the center, 
and when completed, it was hung by wide 
ribbons from a beam in the ceiling or from 
the chandelier. 


Then, on the eve of Advent Sunday, or on 
the day itself, the family gathered under it, 
said the Advent prayers and sang the old 
carols and hymns, many of which have come 
down to us today. If the parish priest was 
present, he blessed the wreath and said the 
prayers. Otherwise, the head of the house- 
hold said the prayers and led the singing, 
lit the Christ Candle and the first of the four 
Advent Candles. On the second Sunday the 
mother lit the candle for the day; on the 
third Sunday the oldest child and on the 
last Sunday the youngest, thus completing 
the family circle. The service ended with 
the invoking of God’s love and care upon 
that particular household. 


The order of service which here follows 
is a perpetuation of this lovely custom, com- 
piled from the Advent collects, prayers and 
hymns of our own Episcopal Prayer Book 
and Hymnal. 


“Pour light upon us from above 
And fill our hearts with ardent love... 
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These lines are from the Advent Office 
Hymn “Verbum Supernum” (“O Word that 
goest forth on high’’), sung at the office of 
Matins. Also in this category is ‘Creator 
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of the stars of night,” the Compline hymn. 
They date from the seventh and ninth cen- 
turies and are SARUM plainsong, accord- 
ing to the Sarum or Salisbury Use of the 
English Church. Our hymnal furnishes fine 
alternative German chorale tunes for both. 
Another hauntingly tender Advent hymn is 
“Hark the Glad Sound, the Savior Comes,” 
by Philip Doddridge, the 18th century hymn 
writer, set to a melody from the Ravenscroft 
Psalter of 1621. There are many other stir- 
ring Advent hymns: “Come, thou long-ex- 
pected: Jesus: - “Revoice, ‘rejoice: believers >” 
“Lo, He comes with clouds descending,” 
with its ringing alleluias; the majestic Bach 
setting of Nicolai’s 16th century “Sleepers, 
wake”: and the well-beloved “O come, O 
come, Emmanuel,” probably the best known 
plainsong hymn in the Episcopal Church. 


This hymn is of 9th century Latin origin, 
and is based on the seven great antiphons of 
the Advent Season, known as the “Great 
©’s.”” Each hails the Messiak’s coming with 
one of the titles ascribed to him in Scripture: 
O Radix Jesse (O Rod of Jesse), O Clavis 
David (O Key of David), ete. 


In Religious Houses and in some 
churches, the Gregorian Propers for the day 
are sung. In a simpler home ceremony, these 
ancient anthems from the Scriptures, tradi- 
tionally sung at the Liturgy, could be read 
instead. , 


Advent, like Lent, the other great peniten- 
tial season of the Church, is a time of prepar- 
ation; Advent for Christmas, as Lent is for 
Easter. Here, in the observance of this age- 
old custom of the Advent Crown, hearts are 
knit closer, in joyous anticipation of 
Christ’s coming— 


“Even so come. Lord Jesus.”’ 
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CHRISTIAN PRAYERS 
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The Advent Candle-Lighting 


EDITED By Dorotuy Mitts PARKER 


The family or congregation being gather- 
ed together around the Advent Wreath on 
the first Sunday in Advent and the three suc- 
cessive Sundays, the priest, or in the absence 
of a clergyman, the father of the household, 
shall say the prayers and collects, and the 
people shall sing the hymns together. If the 
Gregorian Propers are used, a group of 
voices shall sing the antiphon and psalin 
verse of the Introit antiphonally, the Gloria 
Patri being added to the psalm verse and 
the antiphon repeated. The plainsong setting 
may be found in Burgess’ The English Grad- 
ual. The Collects begin on page 90 of the 
Prayer Book and all the hymns are from the 
1940 Hymnal, as numbered. 


ORDER OF SERVICE 


“Tn the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.” 
‘et us: pray. 


TILE ADVENT COLLECT 


“Almighty God, give us grace that we 
may cast away the works of darkness and 
put upon us the armour of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life, in which thy son 
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great hu- 
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mility; that in the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty to judge 
both the quick and the dead, we may rise to 
the life immortal, through Him who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, 
now and ever. Amen.” 


(This collect shall be said on each of the 
four Sundays in Advent.) 


INTROIT AND HYMN 


Ist Sunday: Introit (from the plainsong 
Propers for the Day): ‘“Un- 
to thee, O Lord, lift I up my soul: O my God, 
in thee have I trusted, let me not be con- 
founded; neither let mine enemies triumph 
over me; for all they that look for thee shall 
not be ashamed.” Psalm verse: “Show me 
thy ways, O Lord, and teach me thy paths.” 
Hymn 6: “Creator of the stars of night” 
(Latin, 9th century ) 


2nd Sunday: Introit: “O people of Sion, 
behold, the Lord is nigh at 
hand to redeem the nations: and in the glad- 
ness of your heart the Lord shall cause his 
glorious voice to be heard.” Psalm: ‘Hear, 
© thou Shepherd of Israel: thou that leadest 
Joseph like a sheep.” 
Hymn 1: “Come, thou long expected 
Jesus” (Charles Wesley, 1744) 


3rd Sunday: Jntroit: “Rejoice in the Lord 

alway: and again I say, re- 
joice ye: let your moderation be known un- 
to all men; the Lord is at hand. Be careful 
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for nothing, nor troubled; but in all things, 
by prayer and supplication, with thanks- 
giving, let your requests be made known un- 
to God.” Psalm: “And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding: shall keep 
your hearts and minds.” 

Hymn 7 “Hark the glad sound, the Saviour 
comes” (Philip Doddridge, 1735) 


4th Sunday: IJntroit: “Remember us, O 
Lord, with the favour that 
thou bearest unto thy people: O visit us with 
thy salvation; that we, beholding the felicity 
of thy chosen, may rejoice in the gladness of 
thy people, and may glory with thine inheri- 
tance.” Psalm: “We have sinned with our 
fathers: we have done amiss, and dealt 
wickedly.”’ 
Hymn 8: “O Word that goest forth on 
high” (Latin, 7th century ) 


PRAY ER 


“O most blessed Light, who lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world, bless these 
candles which we light in preparation of the 
coming, and so enkindle our hearts with the 
fire of thy love that we may receive thee 
with joy and gladness and hold thee fast 
with a firm faith. Amen.” 


Here the large Christ Candle in the center 
is lit by the priest or the father of the house- 
hold, with these words: “Our King and 
Saviour draweth nigh: O come let us adore 
Him.” 


HYMN 


Ist Sunday: Hymn 5: “Lo! He comes 
with clouds descending” 


(Charles Wesley, 1758) (Second Tune) 
2nd Sunday: Hymn 6: “Wake, awake, for 
night is flying’ (Philip Nicolai, 1599) 

3rd Sunday: Hymn 4: “Rejoice, rejoice, 
believers” (Laurentius Laurenti, 1700) 
4th Sunday: Hymn 10: “On Jordan’s 
bank the Baptist’s cry’ (Charles Coffin, 
1736) 

(or any of the following may be substituted } 


318: “Hosanna to the living Lord” 

484: “Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates” 
402: “O Word of God Incarnate” 

153: “Christ, whose glory fills the skies” 
544: “Thy kingdom come, O Lord” 


THESCOLLEC TT RORSTHE DAY 


Ist Sunday: (The Collect is omitted here 

on the first Sunday, since the 
collect for that day has already been said at 
the beginning of this service. ) 


and: Sunday: «Blessed Lord,- who has 

caused all holy Scriptures to 
be written for our learning; Grant that we 
may in such wise hear them, read, mark, 
learn and inwardly digest them, that by pa- 
tience and comfort of thy holy Word, we 
may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed 
hope of everlasting life, which thou hast 
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given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.” 
3rd Sunday: “O Lord Jesus Christ, who 
at thy first coming didst send 
thy messenger to prepare thy way before 
thee; Grant that the ministers and stewards 
of thy mysteries may likewise so prepare and 
make ready thy way, by turning the hearts 
of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 
that at thy second coming to judge the world 
we may be found an acceptable people in 
thy sight, who livest and reignest with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit ever, one God, 
world without end. Amen.” 
4th Sunday: “O Lord, raise up, we pray 
thee, thy power, and come 
among us, and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins and wicked- 
ness, we are sore let and hindered in run- 
ning the race that is set before us, thy boun- 
tiful grace and mercy may speedily help and 
deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be 
honour and glory, world without end. 
Amen.” 


Here the Advent candles are lit, one for 
the first Sunday, two for the second, etc., by 
the father of the household, the mother, the 
oldest child and the youngest, on successive 
Sundays in that order, with these words: 

“From the prophecies of Isaiah: “Drop 
down ye heavens from above, and let the 
skies pour down righteousness: let the earth 
open and let them bring forth a Saviour.” 
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HYMN 


Hymn 2: “O come, O come Emmanuel’ 

(Latin, 9th century (This hymn 
is based on the seven “Great O” antiphons, 
each depicting Christ in a different aspect: 
O Rod of Jesse, O Key of David, etc. All 
verses should be sung.) 


CLOSING PRAYER 


“Visit, we beseech thee O Lord, this hab1- 
tation and family indwelling ; drive far from 
it all snares of the enemy; let thy holy an- 
gels dwell herein to preserve us in peace, and 
let thy blessing be ever upon us. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.” 


aba 


HOLY CROSS 


AIG PAC ORT! OY 
gh. ™, of bd fh ta gay % 
WEST PA tah}, eae i 


PHprec 
rinicood 


( 


